
Nelson City Council Heritage Facilities Volunteer Newsletter
While we can't get out to enjoy Nelson's beautiful heritage facilities, we are going to bring 
them to you! 

We would like to stay in touch with you all over the next few weeks and use our ‘confined 
time’ proactively to learn and explore. We will look at some of Nelson’s Heritage homes, 
research objects in our collections, share interesting websites and online resources.

'We’ being the staff and volunteers of Nelson City Council’s heritage houses and Founders 
Heritage Park.  So sit back in your comfortable study chair (or where ever it might be) and 
enjoy. And please keep in touch. We would love to hear your stories and share any great 
research and sites you might find or like to share.

Mrs Beeton
The first snippet Id like to share with you is from Mrs Beeton’s 
Book of Household Management, the 1861 classic with advice 
on cooking, cleaning, childrearing, entertainment and more! A 
Victorian staple and although outdated in many ways, it is still 
relevant in others.

Early on, Chapter One, is entitled The Mistress.  An excerpt -

IN PURCHASING ARTICLES OF WEARING APPAREL, whether it be 
a silk dress, a bonnet, a shawl, or riband, it is well for the buyer to 
consider three things:

- That it not be too expensive for her purse.
- That its colour harmonize with her complexion, and its size and pattern with her figure.
- That its tint allow of its being worn with the other garments she possesses.

Common sense one would think? The remainder of the passage talks about a wife setting 
her sights to match the status of her husband, ahem...

Moving on to some recipes. I will admit I did refer to Mrs Beeton’s in order to make gravy 
last night. My gravy has never been of a high standard and although I was chef trained 
(a long time ago) I have rather avoided making a gravy (better none that mediocre I 
reasoned?)



In addition to my lacklustre 
performance on the gravy front, my 
brother and sister are both gravy 
obsessed, and every Christmas (or 
any other rare occasion when we 
are all geographically near) they do 
battle to try and out-do each other 
with their gravy. I won’t tell my sister, 
but I think my brother is in the lead. 
If only my partner would cook I 
could delegate the gravies to him, 
but the only time I see him in the 
kitchen is to make coffee or clean 
up – and I am grateful that he does 
that on occasion. To be fair he is 
pretty good on a BBQ. 

But back to Mrs Beeton. A soup 
usually makes a good hearty meal, 
and I quite like the simplicity of 
some of Mrs Beeton’s soups. Here’s one:

CHANTILLY SOUP
Ingredients
1 quart (950mls) of young green peas
A small bunch of parsley
2 young onions
2 quarts of medium stock (1.9litres)
Mode – Boil the peas until quite tender, with the parsley and onions; then rub them through 
a sieve, and pour the stock to them. Do not let it boil after the peas are added or you will 
spoil the colour. Serve very hot.
Time – Half an hour. Average cost, 1s. 6d. per quart.
Sufficient for 8 persons.
Note – Cold peas pounded in a mortar, with a little stock added to them, make a good 
soup made in haste.
 
Certainly a recipe without the frill and flounces of many modern day cooks, and it still 
sounds tasty…
 
One last thing I can’t resist sharing from Mrs Beeton’s is an excerpt from Chapter 37, 
The Doctor.
It has a long list of maladies, with suggested remedies. I particularly enjoyed this one:

HYSTERICS
These fits take place, for the most part, in young, nervous, unmarried women. They happen 
much less often in married women; and even (in some rare cases indeed) in men.
 

Hysterical!

Despite its foibles, I understand Mrs Beeton was an extraordinary woman of her time, and I 
do look forward to watching the movie about her life The Secret Life of Mrs Beeton. 

There is also a great little documentary on her life on You Tube, called The Marvellous Mrs 
Beeton, with Sophie Dahl. 
Watch it here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzRRqD9wJeY



Speaking of Pea soup, it was mentioned by Sarah Greenwood, an early European settler 
who sailed into Nelson on the ship Phoebe on the 29th of March 1843 with her husband 
(John) Danforth and their nine children. She mentioned it while describing her early life in 
Motueka:
“I am now quite expert in household work, which I like well enough, and in cooking which 
I really enjoy. I only wish you could taste my stewed pigeons, my pea soup, and my light 
plain puddings…”

Find out more about Sarah and Danforth Greenwood here at The Prow:
http://www.theprow.org.nz/people/sarah-and-john-danforth-greenwood/#.XoEK9agzZPY

And here at Te Ara, The Encyclopedia of New Zealand:
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1g19/greenwood-sarah

We have some great objects donated by Greenwood descendants in the Broadgreen 
collection.
One Greenwood donor was Priscilla Greenwood, daughter of Frederick Clement and Alice 
Catherine Greenwood. She donated a number of objects to Broadgreen House. One was 
the Piano tuning fork (see pictured below at left) which is now in the Broadgreen Parlour.

Another object is a Britannia metal mustard pot (also pictured below). It is a small lidded 
pot that sits in the corner of the Servants Kitchen. It has three lion paws legs and raised 
flower decoration trim on an otherwise plain pot. The hinged lid has a pointed knob and a 
hole for mustard spoon. It may have originally had a glass insert for the mustard.
It was originally part of a set of three (Salt, Pepper, Mustard) and our records tell us that the 
Salt and Pepper were given as gifts and peace offerings to early Maori in Takaka.



Bellotto’s Warsaw

Hanging on the landing above the stairs 
at Isel House, is this impressive painting. It is 
attributed to Bernardo Bellotto (Canaletto 
the Younger) or Claude of Lorraine.
Just do a quick search online and you can 
find out more about both artists.

I found a great site where you can learn how 
Bellotto’s illustrations were used as inspiration 
to rebuild Warsaw’s Old Town:

https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/
episode-72-new-old-town/

Isel Anecdotes
I love to read about the people that lived in our Historic Houses. Here are a couple of 
great little anecdotes about the Marsdens:

‘One lady who had been a frequent visitor at Isel stated that Mr. (James) Marsden always 
had guns about the home and she mentioned that it was not unusual to be awakened 
very early in the morning by the noise of a gun blast. It was Mr Marsden shooting at the 
blackbirds in his garden from his bedroom window...

Mr. Marsden always used an English dogcart and bob-tailed horse. He had no use for 
mechanical inventions but, upon the death of his sister in 1918, he inherited her motor car 
and driver. It was said that he never looked comfortable as he sat up stiff and erect as he 
was driven along.’

If you want to read this great piece in full go here: 
http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-NHSJ02_02-t1-body1-d4.html



The New Zealand Company Office is the fabulous new display that opened 
in Duncan House this year. It was created by Hilary and John Mitchell, Exhibition Design 
and Build, Founders Staff, and with support from the Pitt Rivers Museum in the UK.  

The display is ‘set’ in two offices, the London Office, and the Nelson Office of the New 
Zealand Company, and it looks at how the company set about creating the Nelson 
settlement in the 1840s.

Heres a small peak at some of the information on the Ballot system, as compiled by John 
and Hilary Mitchell.

Watch two new videos in displays in the park, with kind permission from Robert Trewavas.

From Nelson to Nowhere (NZ) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVwhsLLKuGI

Hop Harvest at Foxhill
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjzdOhajKG8

The Ballot

The ballot for Nelson lands took place in London at 11am on 30 August 1841.

- 4 lottery wheels were arranged on a table, each accompanied by a director and a 
  small boy
- One wheel provided each person’s register number, and one each the person’s order 
  of choice for town, accommodation and rural sections
- Wheels were revolved to shuffle the cards
- The appropriate child selected the cards – only a child’s hand fitted the opening.

By 8pm, 371 allotments were sold to investors or prospective settlers, 100 were allocated 
as Tenths Reserves for Maori, 100 for the Company, and 200 were kept for sale in the 
colonies.  The Company also held 329 allotments for future sales. 

Settlers and investors’ agents would choose their sections in Nelson, after surveys of 
the different areas were completed, according to the orders of choice determined by 
the London ballot.  Police Magistrate Henry Thompson, as independent Crown agent, 
selected the Native Tenths Reserve sections. 

Come and see the entire display for yourself when Founders is open again. Theres even 
a Ballot barrel for you to have a try for yourself.



While we are in lockdown, check out these museums, galleries 
and even theatre from the comfort of your home!

British Museum
Experience all your favourite galleries digitally with over 60 audio tours, available on Apple 
Music and Google Play.
Listen to curators as they guide you through their areas of expertise and give you an 
insight into some of the most famous objects in the collection – as well as some personal 
favourites and hidden gems.
http://ow.ly/HXCD30qrNdU (Apple Music) and http://ow.ly/FgxF30qsRyc (Google Play) 
#MuseumFromHome

National Theatre at Home
While the National Theatre in London is closed, it is going to stream a free play every thurs-
day night. 
Find out more here. https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/nt-at-home

Check out Smithsonian Museums from home
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour

These 12 famous museums offer virtual tours you can take on your couch
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtu-
al-tours

Here’s some more
https://robbreport.com/lifestyle/news/14-virtual-museum-to-visit-during-social-distanc-
ing-and-quarantine-2905827/

And finally this list includes museums, zoos and theme parks...
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/life/travel/a31784720/best-virtual-tours/

  

Well that’s all folks, 
I hope you are all well and sending you best wishes and safe seclusion.  

Mahina, Sarah and the Nelson City Council Heritage Team.

Can you solve these riddles?

I speak without a mouth, and  hear without ears. I have no body but come alive with 
wind. What am I?

I have cities, but no houses. I have mountains, but no trees. I have water but no fish. 
What am I?

  What English word has three consecutive double letters?


