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Friends of the Nelson Library Inc
Membership Form
Yes, I’d like to join/renew

$10 p.a.

Please make Cheque payable to Friends of the Nelson Library Inc. Please
mail with form to: The Treasurer, Friends of the Nelson Library Inc, Private
Bag 41, Nelson 7042, or leave in envelope, marked as above, with a
Library staff member.
Name (please print) : ……………………...……………………………………………..
Address : …………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………….
Phone ……………………………………

Date …………………………………..

Email (optional but helpful) ………………………………………………..
Members receive
* $6 of Library vouchers each year that can be used for reserving books, CD’s etc.
* 10% discount on non-sale items at Page & Blackmore Booksellers, Trafalgar St,
Nelson.
* Quarterly newsletter
Optional : please indicate if you are interested in being involved with any of the
following

Contribute to newsletter
Help with book sales

Assist with events eg setting up
room, door duty, checking catalogue for material to display at talks

Serve on the committee
A sketch by Christopher Vine

NB: Membership is for 12 months, to commence 1st July, start of our financial year.

No wonder it is said English is a difficult language to
learn…consider the following quirks
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The bandage was wound around the wound.
The farm was used to produce produce.
The dump was so full it had to refuse more refuse.
We must polish the Polish furniture.
He could lead if he had less lead in the saddle.
The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present
the present.
8. At the army base, a bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.
9. When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.
10. I did not object to the object.
11. The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
12. The row of oarsmen had a row about how to row.
13. They were too close to the door to close it.
14. The buck does funny things when the does are present.
15. A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer.
16. To help with the planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.
17. The wind was too strong to wind in the sail.
18. After a number of Novacain injections my jaw got number.
19. Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a
tear.
20. I had to subject the subject to a number of tests.
21. I spent last evening evening out a pile of dirt.
22. While I was having a beer, I saw a bear walking
across a bare patch of land.
23. My dear wife thought the feed I was giving the
deer was too dear.

Chairperson’s Report.
The first few months of being the Chairperson of Friends of Nelson Library committee have been busy and enjoyable. I was pleased that the
established committee members remained on the committee continuing
to give their help and support and incisive comment. New committee
member, Gillian Ruthven, with her background in library work has been a
welcome addition to the committee.
At the end of August Senior Inspector McGurk gave the last in the 2012
library talk series. His talk illuminated for those in the audience what it
was like to be in Bamiyan, in the centre of Afghanistan. The harshness
of the conditions and the danger which those serving were constantly
under provoked much thought and respect.
Then September saw the celebrations marking 170 years of the founding
of a library in Nelson. On the morning of Thursday 27 September a large
group of people, including some resplendently dressed Victorians, gathered outside the library. From the first haunting notes from Richard
Nunns to the well expressed speeches and the cutting of the cake there
was an air of happy celebration. Festivities continued when library staff,
past and present, and Friends committee members met for lunch on Saturday 29 September at Trailways. The organising force behind these
successful occasions was Andrea King.
The start of November saw the Big Book Sale. It was all hands to the
pump. Jill Blechynden was ably assisted by committee members and
library staff to prepare and hold the sale of cancelled library books. Jill
had worked extremely hard in the background sorting books into various
categories and planning the lay-out for the sale. On Thursday afternoon
a busy team, after much pushing and shoving and stacking, had the
books out ready to be sold. On Friday morning the doors opened to the
first eager buyers. Throughout the sale there were people milling and
concentrating as they fossicked and hunted. The sound of voices on mobiles could be heard as enquiries were being made whether particular
titles were of interest. As the aim was to sell as many books as possible
buyers heading to the selling table with large piles of books were a welcome sight.
How quickly December has come and how quickly 2012 has sped by.
Good wishes for a happy Christmas and wishing you happy reading in
the summer months.
Fay

Report on Big Book Sale
Nov 3-Nov 5, Activities Room, Elma Turner Library.
Due to the re-designing of the library layout, extra carpet, new shelving
and other user-friendly amenities, the library was closed for a week in
July. The bookstand shelves were dismantled and outdated books were
discarded to my tender care. This resulted in almost twice the normal
supply we had available for our sale.
For the first time in my tenure of setting up for the book sale on the afternoon of Thursday 2nd November we were not able to put out all the
stock. Very many thanks to the usual team (well-practised) plus the two
Stephen ring-ins, and prompt supply from the library guys with tables
and the added advantage of extra brand new trolleys.
Come sales day – many thanks to committee members and other volunteers for having 2 people on every shift to handle cash-only sales, while
that mini whirlwind, Jeannie, and I were able to resupply the remaining
stock as gaps became available. We had a customer crowd on Friday
and a steady stream of interest on Saturday and Sunday, which I do not
think was due to the ½ price sale incentive.
It might be of interest to know that we were visited by a charming blonde
from the Tuesday Weekly, which featured happy customers with their
bargains in the following week’s publication. This will certainly help alert
the public to our sale pattern.
Come 8:30am Monday 5th November for the return of unsold stock, I
made an instant decision to relocate the many sets of encyclopedia both adult and junior - straight to Founders to save double handling at a
later date. This was helped by another ring in, Mary’s husband, Larry,
who brought a station wagon to the front door and delivered to Founders. Brilliant.
Pam, on behalf of the library staff, oversaw very efficiently the return of
residual stock. This was done in record time.
As our storage area has been reduced to our former shelving, as the archival area is required again, I felt justified moving our archives to the
library archives to give us the use of two extra bays for book storage.
I am now culling section by section all the returned sale stock so next
year we should have a steady supply of presentable items. For our

The Siege of Leningrad, 1941 - 1944
(Taken from Wikipedia)
It was horrific. The siege of Leningrad (the modern-day St. Petersburg)
lasted almost two and one-half years and cost the lives of an estimated 1,000,000 city residents. It began on September 8, 1941
when German troops completed their encirclement of the city. As his
blitzkrieg rushed towards Moscow, Hitler made the strategic decision
to bypass Leningrad and strangle the city into submission rather than
commit valuable resources to attacking it directly.
Hunger and cold became the city's greatest enemies. By the end of
September, the city's oil and coal supplies were exhausted. This
meant that the city was without any central heating. As the brutal Russian winter approached, water pipes froze and broke, denying the
residents drinking water.
Food supplies were cut. By November, individual rations were lowered
to 1/3 of the daily amount needed by an adult. The city's population
of dogs, cats, horses, rats and crows disappeared as they became the
main course on many dinner tables. Reports of cannibalism began to
appear. Thousands died - an estimated 11,000 in November increasing to 53,000 in December. The frozen earth meant their bodies could
not be buried. Corpses accumulated in the city's streets, parks and
other open areas.
To compound the misery, the Germans incessantly bombarded the
city with air and artillery attacks.
The Russian winter had one positive effect. It froze Lake Ladoga to
the city's east and created a life-line over which caravans of trucks
hauled a meagre amount of food and supplies. It also provided an
evacuation route for thousands of the city's weak and elderly. The loss
of population through death and evacuation decreased the strain on
the remaining inhabitants. Food rations were increased and the city's
situation stabilized. By January 1944, the
Red Army had pushed the German army
beyond Leningrad allowing the city to celebrate the end of its siege.

BOOK REVIEW
The Conductor by Sarah Quigley.
Vintage $39.99 with CD of Shostakovich’s Seventh Symphony
In An Equal Music Vikram Seth wrote about a Rochdale
lad who was given an antique violin by a neighbour, and
went on to play with a quartet in Vienna. Sarah Quigley
tells of a young girl, Sonya, who is given a cello, a family
heirloom, and plays a solo with Shostakovich as an accompanist. Both novelists have a genuine love and
detailed knowledge of music, musicians, and their
instruments.
It may come as a surprise to compare the New Zealand
writer with the famous Man-Booker prize winner, but
The Conductor is a novel of the highest quality. Set in
Leningrad in 1941, when it was under siege by the
Germans, it tells the story of Shostakovich composing his seventh
symphony to the sound of air raid sirens, bombs falling and artillery
shells bursting. During the awful winter he is evacuated on Stalin’s
orders to a safer location where he finishes the symphony.
The conductor is Karl Eliasberg, the second choice conductor of second choice musicians who are to play the completed symphony for a
world wide radio audience. His ordeal and the sufferings of the city
from cold, starvation, and incessant bombing throughout the long
Russian winter are compellingly related by Sarah Quigley. She is a
gifted writer who has won awards for previous novels and may well
win a greater prize for this one.

December 1st Saturday morning sale we intend to have fiction only at
bargain prices of $1.00 hardback and 50c paperback for holiday reading.
I wish to thank those committee members who gave their time and muscle power in much sorting in the weeks prior to the sale.
And yes, the sales figure was $2,700.00, topping last year’s efforts.
Jill Blechynden

A sketch by Christopher Vine

Brian Prendergast.
Did you know?
Elma Turner Library now has a J.P. available for
consultations every Saturday morning
from 10 – noon.

Library Birthday Celebration

BOOKCHAT
BookChat sessions are open to everyone, and are where folks get
together and talk about what they have been reading. People are
welcome to just come and listen, or to talk about what they have, or
haven’t, enjoyed in their recent reading. These are relaxed sessions
with coffee & tea provided, and discussion ranges widely.
Activity Room of Elma Turner Library at 10:30am on the second
Tuesday of each month.
Stoke Library at 10:30am the first Thursday of every month.
We are also going to be having monthly online book discussions (via
Twitter) the last Tuesday of every month at 9pm – starting January
29.
Alyson Baker
Recreation Services Librarian

Nelson Library statistics from the Library website
For 2011/2012
Door count : 583,859
Items issued : 914,067
Number of items in collection : 148,977
Membership : 36,113
(84% of Nelson’s population based on 2006
census of 42,891 people)

The 27th of September witnessed a
wonderful celebration of the 170th birthday
of the building of the first library in Nelson
(then on a site in Trafalgar Street now occupied by the Nelson Women’s Club).
The gathering comprised Library Staff,
members of the Friends of the Library, and
general public all of whom met outside the
main doors to be greeted by the ethereal
sounds of a pūtātara (shell trumpet) played by Richard Nunns, and
the haunting singing of a karanga whakatau by staff member, Cindy
Te Ata Batt.
Library Manager, Ian Littleworth, and Andrea King, Customer
Services Librarian, unveiled a splendid plaque beside the doors which
graphically illustrates the library’s history.
Nigel Costley, suitably garbed in Victorian apparel, and representing the Nelson Literary, Scientific & Philosophical Institute (to use
the whole resounding title), which is the Godfather of both Library and
Museum, ushered us into the Library where he, Ian Littleworth, Provincial Museum director Peter Millward, Councillor Peter Rainey (“I
don’t read much but my children do”!), and Christopher Vine all expatiated on the central significance of both Museum and Library to civic
life. Even though huge changes in electronic technology will superficially alter the way we access the treasures, at root its purpose is the
same.
No doubt the Founding fathers would have been familiar with
Plutarch’s quote “The mind is not a vessal to be filled but a fire to be
ignited”. As true now as 2000 plus years ago.
As if to emphasize this, a truly VAST cake was unshrouded,
sporting uncounted candles, which, duly ignited, symbolically heralded another chapter in the saga of Nelson’s mindful life.
C.B. Vine

